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1. INTRODUCTION

Traditional Medicine Policy of the Kingdom of Cambodia is to be used as a reference guide for the
implementation and management of Traditional Medicine in the Kingdom of Cambodia. This Policy
covers the practice of Traditional Medicine, training and education, regulation, research and national
and international cooperation in Traditional Medicine. ~

Traditional Medicine in the Kingdom of Cambodia provides a rich source of oral or written medical
knowledge. Though little is known of the origins of Traditional Medicine, there is evidence to
suggest that indigenous Khmer medicine developed during the Angkor period (9 to 15 century AD).
These origins were adapted to local beliefs to create a traditional medical system in the region. The
opportunity exists to use this knowledge better for primary health care and to improve accessibility to
safe and effective treatment.

Traditional Medicine forms an important part in prevention, promotion, and treatment aspects of health
care in the Kingdom of Cambodia. Because of its long history, many of the population are attached to
their own folklore and rely on traditional methods to meet their health care needs. This is especially
the case for people who live in rural and remote areas who use medicines available in the localities for
the prevention or cure of common diseases, disorders and conditions. The rich tropical biodiversity of
Kingdom of Cambodia is a valuable source for natural health products and the Royal Government will
promote its full potential.

The Royal Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia will support Traditional Medicine, identify
mechanisms to implement the policy with periodical evaluation and integrate traditional medicine into
the national health system.

2. DEFINITION
2.1 Traditional Medicine

Traditional medicine is the sum total of knowledge, skills and practices on holistic health care, which is
recognized and accepted by the community for its role in the maintenance of health and the treatment
of diseases. Traditional medicine is based on theory, beliefs and experiences that are indigenous to
different cultures, and that is developed and handed down from generation to generation.

2.2 Traditional Medicine Products
Traditional Medicine products are products derived from plant, animal or mineral material with
health benefits that contain either single or combined raw or processed ingredients. This definition

excludes materials where the active component has been isolated or synthesised or the processing is
not consistent with the traditional paradigm.
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3. POLICY STATEMENT ON TRADITIONAL MEDICINE

Traditional Medicine shall be an important component of the healthcare system in the Kingdom
of Cambodia. It will co-exist with modern medicine and contribute towards enhancing the living
conditions of all Cambodians.

The Royal Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia will facilitate the implementation of this
Traditional Medicine Policy and will put in place provisions that would promote the quality, safety
and effectiveness of Traditional Medicine practices and products. The Traditional Medicine Policy
together with the Medicines Policy of the Kingdom of Cambodia aims to complement the needs in the
communities in terms of disease prevention and treatment based on evidence.

4. VISION, MISSION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TRADITIONAL MEDICINE POLICY
4.1 Vision

To help maintain and improve the health of all the people of the Kingdom of Cambodia, with a focus on
remote areas and the poorer segment of the population, through access to and rational use of affordable,
quality, safe and effective Traditional Medicine practices and products.

4.2 Mission

To ensure that quality, safe and effective Traditional Medicine practices and products are made available
to the people through the nation’s health care system.

4.3 Objectives
Traditional Medicine Policy has the following objectives:

4.3.1 - Promote traditional medicine profession for the benefits of the health sector, society and
economy as a whole by putting emphasis on:

o Development of additional legislations, provisions and code of ethics

o Rational use of traditional medicine

o Integration of traditional medicine into the national health care system

4.3.2 - Implement formal and non-formal trainings to respond to the progress made in the country as
well as in the region.

4.3.3 - Pay attention to raw materials and products:
o Conserve and develop natural resources and biodiversities in the country to ensure potential
and sustainability of the needs for raw materials and traditional medicine products;
o Regulate the production and distribution of traditional medicine products to ensure quality,
effectiveness and safety according to the standards and based on scientific basis.
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4.3.4 - Support and motivate research, information dissemination and national and international
cooperation.

4.3.5 - Undertake periodical monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of this policy.
5. STRATEGIES OF THE TRADITIONAL MEDICINE POLICY

To achieve the above object.ivcs, the following strategies are put in place:

5.1 - Traditional Medicine Profession:

5.1.1 - Develop regulations governing traditional medicine service and business registration and raw
materials, semi-processed products and finished products of traditional medicine;

5.1.2 - Develop traditional medicine profession through training with permission from the Ministry of
Health;

5.1.3 - Manage the statistics of traditional medicine service providers and products sellers of any kinds;
5.1.4 - Association of traditional medicine practitioners and organizations working in traditional
medicine and traditional medicine products shall place attention on the requirements and qualification
of their members, enforce laws, regulations and code of conduct against fraudulent activities, which
harm the health and life of citizens;

5.1.5 - Identify ways to integrate traditional medicine into the primary health care system.

5.2 - Education and Training:

5.2.1 - Implement continuing training programs on traditional medicine in state or private organizations
with accreditation from the Ministry of Health;

5.2.2 - Prepare and promote traditional medicine training in the formal academic system as having
been done in many countries in the region;

5.2.3 - Improve cooperation between traditional and modern medicines in public health services;

5.2.4 - Educate citizens to cultivate, maintain and use medicinal plants and disseminate information on
traditional medicines broadly;

5.3 - Raw Materials and Products
5.3.1 - Conserve and develop plants and biodiversity to ensure sustainable harvest and raw material

supply for traditional medicines by educating people and students to protect and cultivate medicinal
plants in their community and create botanical gardens and cooperating with relevant authorities to

Traditional Medicine Policy of the Kingdom of Cambodia 2010 4



protect local natural resources and biodiversities which are beneficial for traditional medicine products;
5.3.2 - Set up programs to research monographs on each plants by updating and expanding monographs
on all local plants towards the production of a pharmacopoeia of medicinal plants for the Kingdom of
Cambodia;

5.3.3 - Ensure quality, efficacy and safety of traditional medicine products based on scientific evidence;

5.3.4 - Pay additional attention on the registration of traditional medicine products in order to reduce
and eliminate the production, importation and distribution of illicit traditional medicine products;

5.3.5 - Pay attention on the establishment of a registry of some traditional medicine products to include
in the national registry of essential drugs and on the production of basic traditional medicine product
kits to be distributed to health centers and communities.

5.4 - Research

5.4.1 - Approach to research including laboratory, clinical and manufacture research shall be adopted
based on the standards and guides on traditional medicine products of international organizations such
World Health Organization, ASEAN and European Union;

5.4.2 - Provide trainings on traditional medicine research and development;

5.4.3 - Pay attention on issues related to intellectual property rights;

5.5 - National and International Cooperation

Cooperate with local organizations and strengthen and expand national and international cooperation
to share information and experiences for the benefits of education, training, research and development
of traditional medicines.

5.6 Monitoring and Evaluation

5.6.1 - Create a timeline and mechanism for monitoring and evaluating the implementation of this
policy and improvement measures for the future;

5.6.2 - Create database for recording management activities and development of traditional medicine;

5.6.3 - Use the results of the monitoring to evaluate the effectiveness of the policy implementation and
make necessary improvements.
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